
Judicial Council of Georgia 

Access, Fairness, and Public Trust and Confidence Committee 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

11:30 a.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

Administrative Office of the Courts Training Room 

244 Washington Street, S.W. 

Suite 300 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

 

Conference Call Information 

Telephone # 1-877-273-4202 

Conference Room Number: 9583294 

 
Lunch, 11:30 to 12 Noon 

 

(1) Welcome and Introductions – 5 minutes (beginning promptly at Noon) 

– Chief Judge of the Georgia Court of Appeals Sara Doyle, Presiding 

 

(2) Written Reports 

– Summary of February 10, 2016, Meeting 

– Future Meeting Dates – Please Mark Your Calendars  

 September 14, 2016, 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 November 9, 2016, 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

Project and Community Updates – 70 minutes 

 

(3) ADA Handbook Update – 10 minutes 

– Mike Galifianakis and Stacey Peace 

 

(4) Atlanta Consulates Information and Proposed Training  – 10 minutes  

– Tom Rawlings   

 

(5) Legislative Update  – 10 minutes  

– Christine Butcher  

 

(6) VLAN Network Information – 10 minutes 

– Monica Khant 

 

(7) NAWJ Conference – 5 minutes 

– Judge Sara Doyle  

 

(8) Human Trafficking Summit Grant Proposal  – 10 minutes  

– Michelle Barclay 

 

(9) GLSP CLE on October 20, 2016 - ADA Title 2 Presentation – 10 minutes 

–  Jana Edmondson-Cooper by telephone 

 

 



(10) AOC Assistance in Locating Grants for Courts  – 5 minutes  

– Michelle Barclay or Betty Barnard 

 

(11) Day on the Bench Program for Legislators – 5 minutes 

     – Michelle Barclay or Karlise Grier 

http://statecourt.georgiacourts.gov/content/day-bench-program 

 

2016 Goals and sub-committees – Organizational Meetings – 15 minutes 

(12)  2016 Sub-Committees 

1. Council of Accountability Court Judged Collaboration on training 

and best practices – Karlise Y. Grier on behalf of Justice Benham 

 

2. Municipal Courts  - Best Practices Handbook for Courts and Court-

Related Personnel  

– Judge Dear-Jackson 

 

  3. Court-Based Self-Help Programs in Family Law Matters  

– Judge Rodatus 

 

(13) Old Business – 5 minutes 

 

(14) New Business & Next Meeting – 5 minutes 

 

(15) Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

http://statecourt.georgiacourts.gov/content/day-bench-program
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Atlanta Consulates Information and Proposed Training 



Proposal for Judge and Staff Training 
Consular Services 

 
 

Background: 
 
Georgia is home to many immigrants.  According to the Migration Policy Institute, as of 
2014 there were over 580,000 noncitizen immigrants living in Georgia, over 393,000 of 
them without documentation or migratory status.1  The vast majority of unauthorized 
immigrants – over 220,000 – come from Mexico, with significant numbers from 
Guatemala, India, Honduras, and Korea. 
 
Given the number of immigrants living in Georgia, it is not surprising that many 
countries have consulates in Atlanta, and that several of those consulates have busy and 
large “protection departments” that provide advice, direction, and assistance to their 
citizens involved in legal and court matters.  The services of these consulates goes well 
beyond “consular notification” and other basic services.  The Mexican Consulate, for 
example, regularly provides advice and attorney referral to Mexican citizens in civil, 
criminal, juvenile, family, and domestic violence cases.  Those consular officials also 
work with a number of state agencies, with nonprofits such as Georgia Legal Services, 
and with other groups to protect vulnerable women and children immigrants. 
 
Opportunity: 
 
AOC and the Access, Fairness, Public Trust and Confidence Committee has the 
opportunity to engage with these consulates to learn more about the services they offer 
to their nationals and to better prepare consular staff for advising their citizens.  Just as 
most court staff have information on the local agencies that provide services to victims 
or pro se parties, judges and court staff should also be aware of the services each 
consulate’s protection department can offer to a noncitizen litigant.  Likewise, consular 
staff should have the opportunity to learn about court-based programs for special 
populations, for non-English speakers, for victims, for pro se parties, etc. 
 
Potential proposals: 
 
1. Contact consulates and invite them to a meeting with appropriate AOC/AFPTC 

personnel.  Use meeting as a springboard for training opportunities for court 
personnel. 
 

2. Invite consulates to prepare materials on consular protection services for 
distribution in court clerks’ offices or via court websites. 

 
3. Create spaces at judicial trainings for consular personnel to share services available. 
  

1 Migration Policy Institute statistics, available at http://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/unauthorized-
immigrant-population/state/GA and http://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/state-
profiles/state/demographics/GA  

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/unauthorized-immigrant-population/state/GA
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/unauthorized-immigrant-population/state/GA
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/state-profiles/state/demographics/GA
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/state-profiles/state/demographics/GA
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SJI Human Trafficking Summit Grant 



Judicial Council of Georgia's Administrative Office of the Courts 
State Justice Institute's Technical Assistance Grant Program 

Project Abstract 

The Judicial Council of Georgia's Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) is pleased to 
submit this application to the State Justice Institute's Technical Assistance Grant program under 
the Priority Investment Area "Human Trafficking and the State COUlis." The proposed project 
will build the capacity of Georgia's courts to "address the impact of federal and state human 
trafficking laws on the state courts, and the challenges faced by state courts in dealing with cases 
involving trafficking victims and their families." The AOC requests Technical Assistance (TA) 
grant funds for two activities: 1) to conduct a one-day Human Trafficking Summit for Georgia's 
state court judges in partnership with the Center for Court Innovation (the Center), and 2) to 
contract the Institute for Continuing Judicial Education (ICJE) to develop and deliver a class on 
human trafficking that will be offered to every judge across the state through the Judicial Council 
of Georgia's class schedule. 

Funding will enable AOC to provide expert consultants to define the capacity ofthe courts to 
adjudicate, dispose and sentence human trafficking cases, identify any problems with the 
adjudication, disposition and sentencing of such cases, develop an effective response by 
developing content for the Summit and classes, and propose a viable plan to implement these 
educational strategies in Georgia. We anticipate that the project will result in a training 
opportunity at least once for every judge across the state. We anticipate training up to 30 judges 
at the Summit and 10-20 more through the livestream, 1,100 through the ICJE's semiannual 
conferences, and 200-300 through webinars and the self-paced online course during the grant 
period alone. To fulfill these objectives, the AOC requests $34,182 for a statewide project from 
April 18,2016 to March 31,2018. AOC and its partners will fulfill the 50% match requirement 
through connnitting $17,100 of in-kind and cash contributions to project activities, including 
$5,000 in cash committed by the Georgia Attorney General. 

In addition to the Georgia Attorney General's support, we are pleased to have the support ofthe 
state's Criminal Justice Coordinating Council, which operates the Governor's Human 
Trafficking Task Force, as well as the Office of the Child Advocate and victim service providers 
Wellspring Living and youthSP ARK. According to the National Human Trafficking Resource 
Center's hotline statistics, there were 190 calls to report cases in Georgia during 2015 - the 6th 

highest in the nation. A 2014 report by the Urban Institute identified Atlanta as the number one 
city for sex trafficking in the U.S. Despite the urgent need to address cases involving human 
trafficking, there has never been a concentrated effort to provide judicial education on state and 
federal law and the role of the courts. The support of the State Justice Institute will enable us to 
undertake this important project to ensure accountability for offenders and justice for victims of 
human trafficking. 
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Day on the Bench Program Template 
















